           The GENTLE WHISPER – THE VOICE OF GOD
‘There he went into a cave and spent the night. And the word of the LORD  came  to him:
‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ He replied, ‘I have been very zealous for the LORD GOD Almighty. They have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one, left and now they are trying to kill me too.’ The LORD said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.’ Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the  LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. Then a voice to him, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ (1King 19:9-13)
We simply know that prayer is talking to God. And from that view, when we pray  we start to speak to God, confessing to Him  our sins and trespasses, uttering to  Him our praises and thanksgiving, and presenting to Him the heavy loads and burdens that we carry. Today, we will define prayer as not only as speaking to God, but to be fair, it is a conversation with God.
A  conversation  is  a  dialogue  or  a  discussion  between  two  or  more  parties.  Prayer  is  a conversation with God; the first party is you, and the second party is God. In the conversation you may speak of your request, you may appeal to God to defend yourself telling Him the reason and your ways. But, you must also listen to  Him and allow Him to speak to you! ‘Does God speak?’ Yes. This is a fact that  some of us may realize, or we know but we do not put into practice.
To more than forty men who wrote the Holy Scriptures or the Bible and to some others, God spoke and discussed with them as He revealed Himself in different  manners,  in visions, in dreams, or man to God meeting either face to face, or in forms. God is Spirit or unseen but He also chose to manifest Himself to man. The  Greek word origin ‘Theophany’ refers to God’s appearances to man in forms, whether as an angel, or non-human like fire, wind, cloud, etc. As mostly recorded in the Old Testament, Theophany became Christophany when God presented Himself in a form of man through Jesus Christ who lived and dwelt among His people.
Meeting with God may take seconds, minutes, hours, days or even years. Moses first met God in a burning bush for some few minutes. Then followed by forty days in  mount Sinai where he received from God the Ten Commandments and other laws or life’s regulations for God’s chosen people to follow. And then Moses started to meet God more regularly at the tent of meeting or the tabernacle. Not only Moses but other Bible characters met God, and discussion or discourse took place between them and God. And God is Eternal and Immutable. ‘I the Lord do not change.’ (Malachi 3:6) God spoke in the past and He still speaks today. ‘Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.’ (Hebrews  13:7-8) Before, God listened to His people and the same He does today. God is neither deaf nor mute. He hears us and speaks to us. But how can God speak to us? Some points will encourage us to eagerly meet or communicate with God in our prayers:
1) Meet God after fasting: The primary objective of fasting is to cleanse not only our physical body but even our thoughts and emotions, until we humbly come to God in prayers. Before Elijah met the Lord, he travelled forty days and forty nights without  food or drink. He was fasting.

Elijah was an example of a man of God who set himself to serve God. God speaks to His people who are prayerful and sanctified. Few minutes are not enough to spend  for God. Let us give more time, increase the duration of our prayers, dedicate ourselves to Him and remember to give Him a chance to talk to us; offering our ears to listen and our heart to obey.
2) Meet God on the mountain: Moses and Elijah met God on the mountains, not because it is a high place in altitude, but it is the place separated from the world. We cannot hear the voice of God if we are so involved in the world. We cannot listen to the voice of God if we are spending long time in reading newspaper, listening to  pop  songs and top stars, watching movies, or attending discos. These activities will take us not on the mountain but in valley of destruction. If we desire to listen to the voice of God, let us climb the mountain and wait for Him to speak to us.
‘Therefore, I  urge you, brothers,  in view  of God’s mercy, to offer your  bodies  as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God, this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and to approve what God’s  will is-His good, pleasing and perfect will.’ (Romans12:1-2)
3) Meet God to Listen to Him: God will speak to us if we are willing to listen. He would not sound like a thunder but could be a gentle whisper. In the above chosen passage God was not in the wind that tore the mountain. God was neither in the earthquake nor in the fire, but Elijah recognized God’s gentle whisper because he was waiting for Him. This is an important point: we must not always expect a dramatic physical manifestation when God speaks. The fact that He may whisper only dictates to us that we need to be more attentive especially in a quite place and quite hours that  we choose to be with Him. ‘The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.’ (John 10:3)
4) Meet God as a friend: God is the Master and we are His servants; but through  Jesus, we become His friends. ‘I no longer call you servants,  because a servant  does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for  everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.’ (John15:15) Through Jesus, we call God as our Father and we  become  His  children.  ‘You  are   all  sons  of  God  through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.’ (Galatians3:26) If we are in Christ Jesus, we are God’s children and friends. And we can present our case to God, sit and speak with Him, listen to His instructions, and verify about points we don’t  understand. We can ask from Him more details because God is more patient than  we expect. He is always faithful and true to His words.
The same words that God spoke to His kings, prophets, apostles and disciples He will speak to you and to me if our ears are ready to listen and our hearts are willing to obey. God will speak through His holy people who are around us and through His words in the Holy Bible. He may even speak to us in small and still voice, or a gentle whisper in our spirit. Therefore, give more time for regular reading of the Holy Scriptures. Ultimately, it would be a covenant between God and us that whatever we open and read in the Bible, we will directly hear God speaking to us.
My dear and beloved: I proclaim to you that the same events written in the Bible are similarly happening today. God is eternal and His word is alive. Trust Him fully and be willing to listen to His voice as you agree to pray.
My prayer: Father God I come before you in the name of Jesus who died on the cross for my sins to give me eternal life. Lord I dedicate myself and my time to sit with you and listen to your voice. Lord speak please your servant is attentive to what you are going to say. This is my prayer in Jesus name Amen.
